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‘Anger for the sake of the Torah arises when the
person of higher spiritual sensibility who soars in the realm of higher contemplation is forced to
confront the narrow world of particularized teachings and precepts, which are imposed by
necessity on the alluring heights of universality. And the higher soul is grieved, and thus is
engendered irritation of spirit and anger for the sake of the Torah.” (Midot Hara'aya, Ka’as
(Anger).
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Here we encounter the schism born from mutually
militating values, from conflicting ideals. This is the [meaning
of the letter] Chet. Conflict is the initial stage of genesis, a
prerequisite ﬁ;rva magnificent integrated world ’
structure.
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At times this also
develops because of a sudden confrontation with reality,
which remains in its lowly state in the practical world, be-
cause life is on a low level of development. The soul that
yearns for the delight of God and for the splendor of the
divine light, in its great brightness, is grieved and is agitated,
and there develops the semblance of a pent-up anger.

But a person of lofty spirit, with patience born of the
breadth of enlightenment, rises above all this. The reflective
person will understand how all the descents are in truth as-
cents, and that the particularizations and limitations bring
into being a wide illumination of a higher divine light. Then
will a divine inner peace once again pervade the soul and one
will find rest and contentment; “the light of the righteous
brings joy” (Prov. 13:9).

Rav Kook read all of Agnon’s writing. The following interaction then took place: “He told me he
had read my work. | asked, “All of it?" He replied, “All of it, and | will tell you something. The Pri
Megadim ...explains that if one quantity of forbidden food should fall into a volume of permitted
food, sixtyfold times as large, the forbidden becomes batel, and the permitted profits from the
prohibited, since there are now sixty-one parts. That's the way it is with you, even if there is

something Torbidden’ that has fallen into your books it is battel be-shishim, canceled out and

has become permitted. (S.Y. mueAtznneelAtzml,p 93, translated in Tradition, APortraut
lummsas.aas)
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